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(OIE'iginal Signatnre of Memher)

108TH CONGRESS '
1ST SESSION H. R. 255 (0

"To provide low-income parents residing in the District of Colwmbia, particu-

larly parents of stadents who attend elementary or secondary schools
identified for improvement, corrective action, or restructuring under title
I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, with ex-
panded opportunities for enrolling their children in higher-performing
schools in the Distriet of Columbia, and for other purposes.

"IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. Tom DAVIS. of Virginia (for himself, Mr. BOEHNER, Mr. WELDON of Flor-

ida, Mr. LIPnNsK, Mr. SHAYS, Mr. CARTER, Mr. WILSON of South Caro-
lina, Mr. EHLERS, and Mr. DEMINT) introduced the following bill; which
was referred to the Committee on

A BILL

To provide low-income parents residing in the District of

Columbia, particularly parents of students who attend
elementary or secondary schools identified for improve-
‘ment, corrective action, or restructuring under title I
of the Blementary and Secondary Bducation Aet of 1965,
with expanded opportunities for enrolling their children
in higher-performing schools in the District of Columbia,
and for other purposes.
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‘Be 1t enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America wn Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “DC Parental Choice

Ineentive Act of 2003”.

RO
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6 SEC.2. FIND_INGS.
7
8
9

The Congress finds the following:

(1) Parents are best equipped to make decisions
for their children, including the V_educa.tionalr setting
that will best serve Vthe interests and educational
needs of their ehj]d.' |

(2) For many parents in the Districf of Colum-
bia, public school choice provided for undeér the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 is inadequate due to
capacity constraints within the public schools.
Therefore, in keeping with the spirit of the No Child
Left Behind Aet of 2001, school choice options, in
addition to those already available to parents in the
District of Columbia (such as magnet and charter
schools and open enrollment schools) should be made
available to those parents.

(3) In the most recent mathematics assessment
on the National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP), administered in 2000, a lower percentage
of 4th-grade students in DC demonstrated pro-
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ficiency than was the case for any State. Seventy-six
percent of DC fourth-graders scored at the “below
basie” level énd of the 8th-grade students in the
Distriet of Columbia, only 6 pereent of the students
tested at theE proficient or advaneced levels, and 77

percent were below basie. In the most recent NAEP

" reading assesémént, in 1998, only 10 percent of DC

fourth-graders could read proficiently, while 72 per-
cent were beiow basic. At the 8th-grade level, 12
percent were proficient or advanced and 56 percenf
were below basie.

(4) A program enacted for the valid secular
purpose of pfovidjng educational assistance to low-
income children I a demonstfably failing public
school syst,em'. is constitutional under Zelman v. Sim-
mons-Harris if it is neutral with respect to religion
and provides ‘assistance to a broad class of citizens
who direet government aid to schools solely as a re-

sult. of their independent private choices.

. SEC. 3. PURPOSE. -

The purpose of this Act is to provide low-income pax-

ents residing in the District of 'Columbia, particularly par-
ents of students who atiend elementary or secondary
schools identified for improvement, corrective action, or

restructuring under section 1116 of the Elementary and
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Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6316), with
expaﬁded opportunities for enrolling their e¢hildren in high-
er—pefforming schools in the District of Co]umbia;
SEC. 4. GENERAL AUTHORITY.

(a) AvuTHORITY. —From funds appmpria,teé;l to -earry
out this Act, the Secretary shall award grants on a com-
petitive basis to eligible entities with approved apiplications
under section 5 to carry out activities to provide eligible
stade?lts with expanded school choice opportunj:ties. The
Secretary‘may award a single grant or multiple grants,
dependmg on the quality of appheatmns submitted and the
prlontles of this Act.

(_b) DURATION OF GRANTS.—The Secreﬁary may
make‘gra,nfs under this éecﬁon for a period of not more

than 5’years.

- SEC. 5. APPLICATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In order to receive a grant under
this Act an eligible entity shall submit an apphca.tlon to
the Seeretary at such time, in such manner, and aceom-
panied by such information as the Secretary may require.

(b) CoNTENTS.—The Secretary may not approve the
request of an eligible entity for a grant under this Act
unless the entity’s application includes—

(1) a detailed description of—

FV8l0623031052303.0N9




. FANLWADCREPACHOICE_003. XML A . HIL.C.

RN~ B B N T - O P N

[ T N T N T N T N 2 N T g S o S G g G e
h b W N = O O 0 ~ N U R W R e D

T

FAVE\0623021062303.0N9

5

(A) how the entity will address the prior-
ities described in section 6;

(B) how the entity will select eligible stu-
dents to participate in the program, including
how it will ensure that if ;_more eligible students
participating in the program seek admission in

a participaﬁng sehool than the sehool can ae-

commodate, eligible students are selected for -

admission through a random selection procéSs;

(C) how the entity will notify parents of el-
igible students of the expénded choice opportu-
nities; '

(D} thé activities thsi_t the entity will carry
out to provide parents of eligible students with
expanded choice opportunities through the
awarding of scholarships under section 7(a);

(B) how the entity will determine the
amount that will be provided to parents for the
tuitioﬁ, feeé, and transportation éxpenses, if
any;

() how the entity will seek out private ele-
mentai'y and secondary schools in the District
of Columbia to participate in the program, and
will ensure that participating schools will meet
the applicable requirements of this Act and pro-
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vide the information needed for the entity to
mee;t the reporting requirements of thJs Act;
a,nd; |
. (G} how the entity will ensure that f)a:rtie_i-
patiéng schools are financially responsible; and

(2) an assurance that the entity will comply

with allfrequests regarding any evaluation carried

out under section 9.

SEC. 6. PRIORITIES.

In awafding grants under this Act, the Secretary

11 shall give pﬁdr*ity to applications from eligible entities who

12 will most effectively—

13
14
15

16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
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(1) ._‘give priority to eligible students who Eattend
an elementary or secondary- school identified for im-
provement, corrective action, or restructuring woder
section 1116 of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.8.C. 6316);

(2) .target resources to students and fémi]ies
that laeI:: the ﬁnanciai resources to take advantage
of availaliﬂe edueational options;

(3) :provide students and famihes thh the
widest range of educational options; and

(4) serve students of varying age and grade lev-

els.
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SEC. 7. USE OF FUNDS.

(a) SCHOLARSHIPS.~— ,

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to i)aragraph (2)
and (3), a grantee shall use thé grant funds to pro-
vide eligible students with scholarships to pay the

tuition, fees, and transportation expenses, if any, to -

enable them to attend the District of Columbia pri-
vate elementary or secondary school of their choice.
Hach grantee shall ensure that the amount of any
tuition or fees charged by a school participathlg in
the grantee’s program under this Act to an eligible
student participating in the program does not exeeed
the amount of tuition or fees that the school eustom-
arily charges to students who do not.partieipate in
the program.

(2) PAYMENTS TO PARENTS.—A grantee shall
make scholarship payments under -the program
under this Act to the parent of the eligible student
participating in the program, in a manner which en-
sures that such payments will be us_ed for the pay-
ment of tuition, fees, and transportation expenses (if
any), in accordancé with this Act.

(3) AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE.—

(A) VARYING AMOUNTS PERMITTED —Sub-
ject to the other requirements of this sub-

seetion, a grantee may award scholarships in
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larger amounts to those eligible students with

the greatest need.

(B) ANNUAL LIMIT ON AMOUNT.—The
amount of assistanee provided to any eligible
student by a grantee wnder a program under
this Aet may not exceed $7,500 for any aca-
demic year.

(b) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—A grantee may

use not more than 3 percent of the amount provided under

10 the grant each year for the administrative expenses of car-

11 rying out its program under this Act during the year,

 F\VB\D823031062303.0N8

12 including—
i3 (1) determining the eligibility of students to
14 participate;
15 | (2) providing information about the program
16 and the schools involved to parents of eligible stu-
17 dents;
18 (3) selecting students to receive support;
i9 (4) determinjng the amount of scholarships and
20 issuing them to eligible students;
. 21 (6) compiling and maintaining financial and
% 22 programmatic reeords; and
g 23 (6) providing funds to assist parents in ﬁleeting'
% 24 expenses that might otherwise preclude the partici-
% 25 pation of their child in the program.
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1 SEC. 8. NONDISCRIMINATION.

2
3
A
5
6
7
8
9
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12

13
14
15
16
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18
19
20
21
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23
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(a) IN GENERAL.—A school participating in any pro-

gram under this Act shall not -discriminate on the basis
of race, color, national origin, or sex in participating in

the program.

‘(b) APPLICABILITY AND CONSTRUCTION WITH RE-

SPECT TO DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF SEX.—

(1)  APPLICABILITY.—Notwithstanding  sub-

~ section (a) or any other provision of law, it shall not

be considered discrimination on the basis of sex for
a school that is operated by, supervised by, eon-
trolled by, or connected to a religious organization to

take sex into account to the extent that failing to do

" 5o would be inconsistent with the religious tenets or

beliefs of the school. -
(2) SINGLE-SEX SCHOOLS. CLASSES, OR ACTIVI-

TTES.—Notwithstanding subseetion (a) or any other

- provision of law, a parent may choose and a school

may offer- a single-sex school, class, or activity.

(¢) CHILDREN WrTH DIsABILITIES.—Nothing in this
Act may be construed to ‘alter or modify the provisions
of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.

{(d) RELIGIOUSLY AFFILIATED SCHOOLS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, a school participating in any pro-

gram under this Act which is operated by, super-
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vised by, controlled by, or connected to, a religious

organization may employ, 4
¥, persoﬁs of the same religion to the extent deter-

mined by that school to promote the religious pur-

. pose for; which the school is estabhshed or ma;iri-

tained. _

(2) ' RELIGIOUS PURPOSES.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, funds made available
under th.lS Act may be used for religions educationfﬂ
purposes, and no participating school shall be re-
quired to remove religious art, icons, scriptures, or
other symbols. A participating school may retain re-
higious térms in 18 name, select its board members
on a religious -basis, and inélude religious references
in its mission statements and other chartering or
govermng documents.

(e) RuLE oF CONSTRUCTION.—A. scholarship (or any

other form of support provided to parents of eligible stu-
'dents) under fhis Act shall be considered assistance to thé
student and éhall not be considered assistance to thé
school that enrolls the eligible student. The amount of any
* scholarship {(or other form of support provided to parents
- of an eligible student) under this Act shall not be treated

as income of the parents for purposes of Federal tax laws
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1 or for determining eligibility for any other Federal pro-

2 gram.
3 SEC. 9. EVALUATIONS.
4 (a) IN GENERAL.—
5 (1) DUTIES OF S:ECBEE}TARY.——’I:‘he - Secretary
6 shall— | .
1 (A) conduct an evaluation using the
8 strongest possible research design for deter-
9 mining the effectiveﬁess of the prc_;grams funded
10  under this Aet that addresses the issues de-
11 scribed in paragraph (2); and |
12 (B) disseminate information on the impaect
13 of the programs in iincreasing thef’ studentr aca-
.14 démic achievement of participating students, as
15 well as other appropriate measures of student
16 success, and on the impact of the programs on
17 students and schools in the District of Colum-
18 bia. | |
19 (2) ISSUES TO BE EVALUATED.—The issues de-
.20 seribed in this paragraph include the following:
__ 21 (A) A comparison of the academic achieve-
% 22 ment of students who participate in the pro-
__% 23 ~ grams funded under this Act with the academic
% 24 aehie_vemeﬁt of students of similar backgrounds
% 25 who do not participate in such prog’rams.

FAVB\0D62303\062303.0N9
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(B) The suceess of the programs in ex-
panding ehoice options for parents.
(C) Th_é reasons parents choose for their
children to participate in the programs.
(D) A .comparison of the retention rates, :
dropout rates, and (if ap}:;r()priate)' graduation
and co}lege_f admission rates of students who |
participate in the programs funded under this
Act with thé retention rates, dropout rates, and
(if appropriate) graduatibn and college admis-
sion rates of students of similar backgrounds |
who do not participate in such programs.
(B) Th:_e effects of the programs on public
elementary and secondary schoois.
(F) A comparison of the safety of the
schools attended by students who participate in
the programs and the schools attended by stu-
dents who do mot participate in the programs. -
(&) Tﬁe impact of the program on stu- |
dents and. s;ahools in the District of Columbia.
(H) Such other issues as the Secretary |
considers appropriate for inclusion in the eval-

uation.

(b) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall submit to the
25 Committees on Appropriations, Education and the Work-
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1 force, and Government Reform of the House of Represent-
atives and the Committees on Appropriations, Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions, and Government;al Af-
fairs of the Senate— |

(1) annual interim reports not later than De-

under this Act on the progress and prelimindry re-

2

3

4

5

6 cember 1 of each year for which a grant is made
7

8 sults of the evaluation of the programs funded :under
9

this Act; and
10 (2) la, final report not later than 1 year after the
11 final year for which a grant is made under this Act
12 on the results of the evaluation of the programs

13 funded under this Act. _

14 (¢) PUBLIC AVATLABILITY. —All reports and under-
15 lying data gathered pursuant to this section shall be made
16 available to the public upon request, in a timely manner
17 following submission of the applicable report under sub-
18 section (b),- except that personally identifiable iﬁforzﬁation
719 shall not be disclosed or made aﬁaﬂable to the pub]ic.j
20 (d) LMIT ON AMOUNT EXPENDED.—The amount ex-
21 pended by the Secretary to carry out this sectién for any
22 fiscal year may not exceed 3 pereent of the total amount

23 appropriated to carry out this Aect for the year.

L
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1 SEC. 10. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

:(a) AcCTIVITIES REPORTS.—Each grantee receiving

ﬁxndé under this Act during a year shall submit a report

to the Secretary not later than July 30 of the following

during the preceding year.

10.
11

12

13

14
’15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24
25

AT
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{b) ACHIEVEMENT REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to the reports

2

3

4

5 year regarding the activities carried out with the funds
. :

7

8

9

:required under subsection (a), each grantee shall,
not later than September 1 of the year during which

the second academic year of the grantee’s program

18 completed and each of the next 2 years thereafter,

submit a report to the Secretary regarding the data
éolleeted in the previons 2 academic years
éoncernjng— ‘

(A) the academic achievement of students
participating in the program;

(B) the graduation and cellege admission
rates of students who participate in the pro-
gram, where appropriate; and

(C) parental satisfaetion with the program.
(2) PROHIBITING DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL

INFORMATION.—No report under this subsection
may contain any personally identifiable information.

(¢) REPORTS TO PARENT.—
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1) In GENERAL.—HRach grantee shall ensure
that eaeh school participatmg in the grantee’s pro-
gram under this Act during é year reports at least
once during the year to the parents of each of the
school’s students who are participating in the pro-
gram on—

(A) the student’s academic achievement, as
 measured by a comparison with the aggregate
academic achievement (;f other -participa{;ing
students at the student’s school in the same

-grade 'orA 1evel, as approii)ﬂate, and the aggre-

gate academic achievement of the student’s

peers at the student’s school in the same grade
of level, as appropriate; and |

(B) the safety of the school, ineluding the
incidence of school violence, student suspen-
siong, and student expulsions.

(2) PROHIBITING DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL
INFORMATION.—No report ﬁnder this subsection
may contain any personally identiﬁable information,
except as to the student who is the subject of the
report to that student’s parent.

(d) ReEPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary shall

24 submit to the Committees on Appropriations, Edueation

25 and the Workforce, and Govemmeﬁt Reform of the House




p——

L

FANLWADCREP\CHOICE_003. XML , -H.L.C.l

[Hey

- R R - LY, I SRRV Sy N

16
of Representatives and the Comnitiees on Appropriations,
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions, and - Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate an annual report on the find-
ings of the reports submitted under subsections (a) and
(b)- : .
SEC. 11. OTHER REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATING
.SCHOOLé. |

(a) ADMISSION OF ELIGIBLE STUDENTS.—Each
sehool éhoosing to paﬁicipate in a program funded under
this Act shall accept participating eligible students on a
ﬁrst—coﬁne, first-served basis, except that if more eligible
students participating in the program seek admission in
a parﬁdipaﬁng school?than the school can accommodate,

participating eligible students shall be selected for admis-

- gion through a random selection process.

(b) REQUESTS FOR DATA AND INFORMATION.—Hach
séhool participating in a program funded under this Act
shall compiy with all lrequests for data and information
regardjﬁg evaluations éonduced under section 9(a). |

(e) RULES OF CONDUCT AND OTHER SCHOOL POLL- -
cres.—Subject to section 8, a participating school may re-
quire eligible students to abide by any rules of conduet
and other requirements applicable to all other students at
the school.

FAV810623031062303.0Ng
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1 SEC. 12. DEFINITIONS.
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VAS used in this Aet:

(1) ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.—The term “elemen-

tary school” has the meaning given that term in sec-

~tion 9101 of the Elementary and Secondary BEdu-

cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801)

(2) BLUIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term “ehglble enti-
ty’” means any of the following: -

(A) An eduecational entify of the Distriet of

Columbia Government. | |

(B) A nonprofit orgamiation.
(C) A consortium of nonprofit organiza-
tions.

© (3) BELIGIBLE STUDENT —The term “ehgible
student” means a student who is a resident of the
Distriet of Columbia and who comes from a house-
hold whose income does not exceed 185 percent of
the poverty line applicable to a family of the size in-
volved. ‘ '

(4) PARENT.—The term “parent” has the
meaning given that term in sectidﬁ 9101 of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.8.C. 78(}1)

(5) POVERTY LINE. ——The term . “poverty line”

has the meaning given that term in section 9101 of
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the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of

1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801). |
(6) SECONDARY SCHOOL.—The term ‘‘sec-

ondary school” has the meaning given that term in

cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801).
(7N SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary”’ means
the Secretary of Education.
SEC. 13. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
10 There are authorized to be appropriated to earry out
11 this Act $15,000,000 for fiscal year 2004 and such sums
12 as may be necessary for each of the 4 succeeding fiseal

13 years.

AT
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3

4

5 section 9101 of the Elementary and Secondary Edu- -
) )

7

8

9
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Summary of H.R. 2556, the DC Parental Choice Incenﬁve Act of 2003

The bill expands educational opportunities to DC students in under-performing

elementary and secondary schools. Priority will be given to low-income students.

The program will be administered by the US Department of Education. Eligible
entities will apply to the Secretary to receive grants. Complete applications will
discuss how the applicant will recruit students and participating schools to the
program, explain how it will give priority to low-income students and families,
and meet the various other requirements of the Act. The Secretary will give
priority consideration to those applicants that assign priority to students in under-
performing schools, target grant resources to low-income students, and provide
the broadest range of educational choices to students of various ages and grade
levels. As currently drafted, the program will span five years. The Secretary will
choose grantees through a competitive process.

A grantee will use the funds to provide scholarships fo eligible students that cover
the cost of tuition, fees, and transportation expenses, if any. The parent of the
student will receive the scholarship and the grantee must ensure that the funds are
not misused.

The maximum amount that a student may receive per academic year is $7,500.
However, the scholarships will be awarded based on financial need, therefore, not
every child participating in the program will receive the maximum amount. A
total of $15,000,000 is authorized to carry out this program during the first year
and such sums as may be necessary for the four fiscal years thereafter.

The Act does not permit participating schools to discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, or sex. Neither does it require a participating religiously
affiliated school to make any changes to its administrative or academic operation
that would violate its religious tenets or beliefs.

The Secretary is required to conduct annual interim evaluations of the program’s
progress and submit them to Congress.

Each grantee must submit an annual activities report to the Secretary regarding
the academic achievement of the students in the program. Also, the grantee must
submit reports assessing the students’ academic achievement. The Secretary wiil
then prepare for Congress a report based on the information gathered from the
grantees.

Each grantee must ensure that the participating schools meet at least once a year
with the parents to discuss their children’s academic achievements.
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