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Throughout 2016, The Center for Education Reform 
reenvisioned its focus and mission and began the 
important work of reframing the debate about educa-
tion in America. No longer content just to reform edu-
cation, CER is now dedicated to expanding educa-
tional opportunities that lead to improved economic 
outcomes for all Americans. 

Our vision is a country and states that provide in-
creased, quality educational opportunities that 
secure our nation’s freedom and future prosperity. At 
the heart of that prosperity is freedom, and the abil-
ity to apply the entrepreneurial spirit of this country 
to all education, where it is most urgently needed.

Thus we are melding the power of innovation not 
present when we first helped start the modern EdRe-
form movement, with the importance of opportunity 
as the lever by which all may participate in the Ameri-
can Dream. We have recast our purpose, values and 
programs and launched powerful efforts to restore 
sanity to education reform and expand the reach of 
all our collective efforts. 

Now That’s What CER Calls Innovation and Oppor-
tunity 2016 offers just a few highlights of our impact-
ful year. But we cannot – and will not – stop here. Just 
as the “Now That’s What I Call Music!” album series 
is never-ending, the education landscape needs our 
never-ending and relentless dedication and focus on 
innovation and opportunity. 

And now, more than ever, we expect to be breaking 
new records with unprecedented supporters of edu-
cation opportunity taking over in Washington and in 
state capitals throughout the country. Enclosed in this 
short “Greatest Hits” are highlights of the work prod-
ucts and results that helped us pave the way for our 
new vision. Join us in ensuring results are achieved 
for this renewed, expanded movement in 2017. 

INTRODUCTION:
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LAYING THE GROUNDWORK FOR 
A NEW OPPORTUNITY AGENDA IN 
KENTUCKY

In 2007, the Center was the first national organiza-
tion to answer the call from Kentucky lawmakers 
to help them forge a path for charter schools and 
greater opportunity for students across the state. 
Some 7 years later, we joined forces with a new 
governor, his cabinet and legislative leaders to map 
out a strategy for broad success, that would en-
sure opportunity for students young and old, and 
throughout the state—rural, urban and suburban. 
Our comprehensive approach combined with visits 
to D.C. charter schools recently created a founda-
tion for success. On election day, the House be-
came choice-friendly and the Bluegrass State will 
now have significant momentum as we coach and 
aide them to a new day for students and families.

CER INFLUENCE:
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PARENTS WASHINGTON, D.C.

Just one year ago the D.C. Opportunity Scholarship 
Program was once again on life support, with a Presi-
dent who threatened to veto any major extensions 
or expansions and a U.S. Congress largely unaware of 
why this program was created some 10 years earlier. 
Having learned that no one was organizing parents 
any longer, CER stepped up and partnered with De-
mocracy Builders of NYC to launch Opportunity DC. 
Our local leadership cultivated more than 2,800 new 
parent advocates who have visited with more than 
50 members of Congress and their teams. We’ve 
been reminded again in the process that parents are 
valuable assets in the battle for better schools, and 
that grassroots efforts matter. More people today are 
engaged across the city than just a year ago and CER 
is resolved to expand this program not only to DC 
but throughout the US, thanks to choice-friendly new 
actors coming to town this January. That includes 
not just the president-elect and his team but our old 
friend State Rep. Dwight Evans of PA, a Democratic 
congressman elect from Philadelphia.

CER INFLUENCE:
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ELECTION 2016

Where there is politics you can expect policy to be 
impacted. That’s why CER takes every election seri-
ously, starting months before to research and evalu-
ate the candidates most likely to impact or deter 
education reform, and developing materials to guide 
the public in how best to ensure the proliferation 
of great opportunities for children. Our EDlection 
Center was afire with op-eds, candidate viewpoints 
and vital information used by thousands. Our Voters 
Guide provided educational resources about how 
each Governor might act on our broader opportunity 
agenda—school choice, charter schools and teacher 
quality. U.S. Senators were evaluated against their 
prior or potential actions as well. These data point 
to a more informed public, and we know from our 
own polling over the years that the more informa-
tion the public has about education reform the more 
likely they are to support it! In the end, the record 
for education reform was mixed—only 35 governors 
earned an A or a B when it comes to school choice 
and charter schools. WE have a lot of work to do!

CER INFORM:
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CER INFLUENCE:
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BACK OFF CHARTER SCHOOLS, 
JOHN OLIVER!

What can you say about a comedian that skewers 
charter schools and immediately has 8 million view-
ers thinking that this critical education effort is about 
failure and profit? Well, in true CER style we decided 
talking wasn’t enough. With the amazing support of 
our dear friends Janine and Jeff Yass, we launched 
the “Hey John Oliver, Back Off My Charter School!” 
Video Contest and asked charter school leaders, 
students and parents to tell us why their school was 
better for them than the schools to which they were 
assigned. The result was nothing short of extraordinary. 
Stories of triumph, differentiation and choice were told 
repeatedly, and on November 14 we revealed the win-
ner as well as several runners up. The winner, Natomas 
Charter School, turns out to have been one of the first 
in the nation that showed the power of grassroots activ-
ist come live. The students were clear in their message: 

“John, the world realizes that 
education is an archaic model that 

needs updating—that’s why we have 
charter schools. We experiment, 

challenge and create—we pioneer 
change in hopes that other 

traditional schools will follow suit.”

Please find a way to our You Tube channel and view this 
and other videos. The impact wasn’t just the hundreds 
of submissions, but the tens of thousands of media 
impressions we could generate for charter schools 
across the country. Count on us to be the movement’s 
staunchest—and most creative—advocate. 

CER INSPIRE:
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FOX SACRAMENTO: LOCAL CHARTER SCHOOL 
RESPONDS TO TV HOST'S CRITICISM 

CER INSPIRE:
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CER ENGAGE:

A NEW OPPORTUNITY AGENDA

Leaders in education, business, politics, and media 
joined The Center for Education Reform (CER) at The 
National Press Club in June 2016 to unveil a mani-
festo calling on all engaged in education and learning 
to forge a new commitment to innovation and oppor-
tunity. With the publication of A New Opportunity 
Agenda, A Movement At Risk, the Center brought an 
expanded focus to its work, taking on the new chal-
lenges that define education reform today: Innovation 
and Opportunity. Our goal is to achieve structural 
changes that allow opportunities for the development 
and use of products that can fill gaps in education, in-
cluding schools themselves. We want to engage more 
people and organizations in solving problems, and cut 
through rules, policies and laws that dictate a single 
approach. Our aim is to reshape the educational 
landscape so that it provides the flexibility needed for 
innovations to be fairly tested – and offers maximum 
opportunities for kids, teachers and families to ben-
efit from those innovations. By leading the creation of 
a new eco-system that has innovators and entrepre-
neurs at the center of the work, CER will ensure that 
thousands more thought leaders and millions more 
people become engaged in new efforts to advance 
educational excellence.
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To ensure that every education policy effort moving 
forward creates the opportunity for innovation, The 
Center for Education Reform launched its Innovation 
Advisory Council at the Arizona State University and 
Global Silicon Valley (ASU GSV) Annual Summit. At 
this event deemed the “must-attend event for educa-
tion technology investors” by the New York Times, 
CER hosted five discussions centered around con-
necting the innovation and policy ecosystems. While 
we were there, we also captured leading innovators’ 
thoughts on camera about what the next President 
should do to improve the conditions to let education 
opportunity and outcomes flourish. Count on us to be 
sure these messages are heard loud and clear by the 
new administration.

CER INNOVATE:
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EDREFORM: REVIVED & OTHER 
CONVENINGS

It’s hard to believe that such a simple premise could 
have become so controversial, but that’s precisely 
what has occurred. The premise? 

“Educational freedom drives 
innovation that shocks the status 

quo, inserts competition, and 
ultimately contributes to the 
superior outcomes that result 

from content excellence delivered 
through great schools.”

Yet many reformers have forgotten this basic con-
cept and instead are engaged in well-intentioned 
but wrongheaded top down mandates that constrain 
supply, control demand and have had the net effect 
of reducing the scope of school choice programs 
throughout the U.S. CER’s focus this year has been 
on reminding the reform community what this effort 
was all about some 26 years ago when the nation’s 
first school choice programs were created. Some 23 
years ago CER was founded to build on that mo-
mentum and bring about laws that ensure all families 
have access to exceptional education that best meet 
the needs of their children. Our research confer-
ence—EdReform: Revived, brought together the best 
minds in research, policy and practice, the continua-
tion of a series of convenings around the country to 
reintroduce the principals of educational freedom to 
the debate and prepare for the engagement of new 
lawmakers nationwide who need our help in forging 
new policies that expand educational freedom and 
shock the status quo.

CER CONNECT:
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